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The Iowa Afterschool Alliance (IAA) 
Newsletter is a monthly venue 
of information and updates on 
afterschool programs and policies. 

For more information, please 
contact MIchelle Rich at 
mrich@sppg.com or Burke 
Milnes at bmilnes@sppg.com and 
515.243.2000.
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Update from Iowa’s Afterschool Network Coordinator

I’m so excited to tell you about upcoming IAA happenings. It’s been a busy month for all 
of us, I’m sure. We’re getting set to release a short survey on professional development 
for afterschool providers that will help us serve you all better. It should be posted to our 
website soon. Some of you may also receive it via email. Please be sure to complete it – 
we’re looking to find out how we can best serve Iowa’s afterschool programs. 

I am also excited to announce that the Iowa Afterschool Alliance will be hosting a 
representative of the US Chamber of Commerce’s Institute for a Competitive Workforce, 
Domenic Giandomenico, on July 27 at the Metro Waste Authority offices in Des Moines. 
Afterschool providers interested in speaking with Mr. Giandomenico about how to engage 
business in afterschool should attend. The event is free, and I’m hoping that we will have 
a good group to engage Mr. Giandomenico in valuable discussion. If you’re interested, call 
me! 515-243-2000. 

Continue the good work! And enjoy the warm weather while it’s here. 

Best,
Michelle Rich
IAA Network Coordinator

mailto:bmilnes@sppg.com
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Iowa Afterschool Alliance Working to Develop Champions for 
Afterschool Programming

The Iowa Afterschool Alliance is a vital resource to local and state policymakers seeking 
to improve outcomes for youth. Afterschool programs are an important investment for 
ensuring that Iowa’s youth graduate high school prepared for work, life, and beyond. The 
IAA has developed a strategy to educate returning and new state legislators about the 
importance of afterschool programs across the state. Consider the following activities to 
build or strengthen relationships with your legislators:

Invite the legislator to an event hosted by your program or organization. Make sure  »
that they are recognized if they attend. 

Invite them to tour your program or organization. There is no better way to show what  »
you do then to have them see it in action. 

Give ‘em a call. Introduce yourself and your program or organization. Explain why  »
afterschool is so important to the students and families in your community. 

Have coffee with them on their territory – go to them. If it is your legislator, meet them  »
for coffee in your community.  

Write them a note expressing your commitment to afterschool. Include information  »
on your program or organization, such as a brochure or examples of work done by 
your students.

Invite them to serve on your advisory council. This is a great way to develop mutual  »
ownership of strategies to improve youth outcomes in your community.  

For more information on working with legislators, visit the IAA website policy page. There you 
will find Iowa’s Blueprint for Afterschool filled with great talking points for your conversations. 
If you have any questions, please contact Michelle Rich at mrich@sppg.com. 

New Day for Learning Unveils “Make it Stick” Website 

New Day for Learning, an initiative of the C.S. Mott Foundation (also a funder of the Iowa 
Afterschool Alliance), recently unveiled the Make it Stick website. New Day for Learning re-
imagines how, when and where young people learn. In a New Day, education isn’t just what 
happens in school: it’s taking place afterschool because learning can happen anywhere, 
any time. The goals of the Make It Stick campaign are simple: bring a New Day for Learning 
to life by showing what is already happening – and working – in communities across the 
country, and provide steps that we can all take to make the New Day vision a reality. Learn 
how you can “make it stick” by visiting the website at www.makeitstick.org.  

Afterschool Alliance Finds Just 25 Percent of U.S. Children Attend 
Summer Learning Programs

According to “America After 3PM, Special Report on Summer,” a survey of 30,000 
households conducted by the Afterschool Alliance, found that the parents of an estimated 
24 million children say they are interested in enrolling their children in summer learning 
programs.

For millions of children in America, when schools close for the summer, safe and enriching 
learning environments are out of reach, replaced by boredom, lost opportunities and 
risk.  New analysis of data from the America After 3PM study measures the extent of this 

http://www.icyd.org/iaa/policy.html
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problem, concluding that three-quarters of America’s schoolchildren do not participate in 
summer learning programs – safe, structured programs that provide a variety of activities 
designed to encourage learning and development in the summer months.  Yet, 56 percent 
of kids (an estimated 24 million) who are not participating in summer learning programs, 
would likely enroll in a program, based on parent interest.  

The new report and state data are available online at www.afterschoolalliance.org.

Creating a Citywide System to Support and Sustain High-Quality 
After-School Programs
This new report from Public/Private Ventures presents an analysis of the implementation 
of the AfterZones initiative - a citywide system-building effort in Providence, RI, that aims 
to provide high-quality, accessible out-of-school time services to middle school youth. The 
AfterZone model is unique in that it is built on a network of “neighborhood campuses” (each 
campus includes multiple sites in a geographically clustered area), providing participants 
with the opportunity to travel to programs located outside of the main program facility, the 
middle school.
   
Incorporating both qualitative and quantitative research findings, the report examines the 
implementation of the initiative’s unique features and documents its operations.  It also 
explores the challenges and successes of Providence’s system-building efforts as well as 
the strategies used to sustain them. To read the full report, click here. 

A final publication, which will focus on how youth participated in AfterZone programs and 
the relationship of various patterns of participation of youth outcomes, will be released in 
2011.  

Advocacy Alert! Tell Congress 21st Century Community Learning 
Centers are Important!
Summer is in full swing and now is a great opportunity to share the important benefits of 
afterschool and summer learning programs with key policy makers! 

The recently released America After 3PM Special Report on Summer found that three-
quarters of America’s schoolchildren do not participate in summer learning programs. 
Yet, fifty-six percent of kids (an estimated 24 million) who are not participating in summer 
learning programs, would likely enroll in a program, if one were readily available. 

We know that quality summer learning programs help prevent summer learning loss and 
provide safe and enriching learning environments for children of all ages. And, kids who 
participate in afterschool programs are more likely to participate in summer programs. 

By supporting 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) we can help ensure 
that more kids have access to both afterschool and summer programs. 21st CCLC is the 
only federal funding stream exclusively for before-school, afterschool and summer learning 
programs, but it is underfunded and up for reauthorization as part of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act. Send an email to your Members of Congress today in support of 

http://www.ppv.org/ppv/initiative.asp?section_id=23&initiative_id=54
http://capwiz.com/afterschool/issues/alert/?alertid=14813216&PROCESS=Take+Action
http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/AA3PM_Summer.cfm
http://capwiz.com/afterschool/issues/alert/?alertid=14813216&PROCESS=Take+Action
http://www.wallacefoundation.org/KnowledgeCenter/KnowledgeTopics/CurrentAreasofFocus/Out-Of-SchoolLearning/Documents/creating-citywide-system-support-sustain-high-quality-after-school-programs.pdf
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a strong, well-funded 21st CCLC program that provides needed support for afterschool and 
summer learning. 

Send an email right now: http://capwiz.com/afterschool/issues/alert/?alertid=14813216
&PROCESS=Take+Action 

Professional Development Opportunities
Career Development Workshops

Iowa College Aid, in collaboration with the Iowa Department of Education, is offering a 
class in a conference format with small and large group sessions. The purpose is to provide 
participants with knowledge and best practices for implementing career development and 
I Have a Plan Iowa into the classroom. Particular focus will be on 21st Century Skills in the 
areas of technology, workforce preparation, and career and education planning. Meals will 
be provided.

 To register and to view the activity objectives, requirements, and syllabus, visit the Heartland 
AEA website: https://prodev.aea11.k12.ia.us/4DCGI/SI011799961101INV*

Dates: August 9 & 10, 2010 
Times: 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
Location: Drake University, Olmsted Center
Address: 29th & University, Des Moines 
Registration Deadline: August 5, 2010 
Credit Options:

$25 License Renewal – 1
$100 Drake Graduate Credit – 1
100% attendance is required for credit. If you are not interested in receiving credit, you may 
attend the conference for free. 

For more information, please contact Nancy Ankeny of the Iowa College Student Aid 
Commission at 515-725-3416  or nancy.ankeny@iowa.gov.

Grant Opportunities

Peace Child International Be the Change! Program Grants (Deadline: July 21, 2010)

Be The Change!” is a youth-led sustainable development Action Programme related to the 
Millennium Development Goals which aims to empower young people around the world 
to “be the change they want to see in the world.” The Be The Change! grants supports 
young people under age 25 with projects that concentrate on the development of local 
communities. The kind of projects supported are projects that are genuinely youth-led, 
which benefit the community rather than an individual need, are projects up to £500 with 
a detailed budget, have two experienced and committed adults to mentor the project, have 
measures of achievement (indicators) by which projects may be evaluated, and can be 
either income-generating (funds to start up a small business and creating jobs) or it can 
be non-income generating (for health, education, environmental clean-up or community 
improvement) social programmes which are of genuine and lasting community value. Visit 
www.peacechild.org/btc/startown for more information. 

http://www.peacechild.org/content.aspx?Group=ourwork&Page=ourwork_actionproj_bethechange 
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Full Service Community Schools Grant (Deadline: July 23, 2010)

The Coalition for Community Schools hosted a webinar today on the US Dept of Ed Full Service 
Community Schools grant.  Applications are due on July 23rd and more info is available at 
http://onlineconferencingsystems.com/iel/webinar_archives.htm.  The archive from the 
webinar will be at http://onlineconferencingsystems.com/iel/webinar_archives.htm.

Outstanding Young Educator Award (Deadline: August 1, 2010)

Begun in 2002, ASCD’s (formerly the Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development) Outstanding Young Educator Award (OYEA) Program recognizes creative and 
committed teachers and administrators under the age of 40 who are making a difference in 
the lives of children. These educators are developing and using best practices to ensure all 
children are healthy, safe, engaged, supported, and challenged. Deadline is August 1, 2010.

For information on eligibility, criteria, and selection process please visit the Outstanding 
Young Educator Award webpage.

Toshiba American Foundation (Deadline: August 1, 2010)

Toshiba America Foundation (TAF) grants fund the projects, ideas, and materials teachers 
need to innovate in their math and science classrooms. TAF is interested in funding projects 
designed by teachers or small teams of teachers for use in their own schools. 

Toshiba America Foundation believes science and mathematics are exciting fields in which 
all students can succeed with the proper tools and instruction. Toshiba America Foundation 
grants support public and nonprofit private schools throughout the United States. 

Founded in 1990, with support from Toshiba Corporation and the Toshiba America Group 
Companies, Toshiba America Foundation (TAF) is dedicated to helping classroom teachers 
make mathematics and science learning fun and successful for students in U.S. schools. 

For more information please visit the Toshiba American Foundation.

Everyday Young Hero Award (Deadline: Ongoing)

Each week, Youth Service America (YSA) features an Everyday Young Hero in the National 
Service Briefing. Everyday Young Heroes are youth leaders, ages 5-25, who identify a need in 
their community, address it through service, mobilize their peers and community partners, 
and engage the media and elected officials. Everyday Young Hero Award winners receive 
a certificate and award letter, and will be featured on YSA’s website and in the National 
Service Briefing. Youth selected as Everyday Young Heroes are also considered for YSA’s 
other awards, including YSA Service Stars and the Harris Wofford Award. 

To nominate a young person who has improved their community through service, please 
visit www.YSA.org/awards/hero.

President’s Volunteer Service Award (Deadline: Ongoing)

As a Certifying Organization of the President’s Volunteer Service Award, Youth Service 
America distributes the PVSA to those who meet or exceed the award criteria. Established 

http://www.ascd.org/programs/Outstanding-Young-Educator-Award/OYEA-FAQs.aspx#Why_does_an
http://www.ascd.org/programs/Outstanding-Young-Educator-Award/Outstanding-Young-Educator-Award-Program.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/programs/Outstanding-Young-Educator-Award/Outstanding-Young-Educator-Award-Program.aspx
http://www.toshiba.com/taf/
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in 2003, the PVSA is given by the President of the United States to honor individuals, families 
and groups who have demonstrated a sustained commitment to volunteer service over the 
course of 12 months.

To qualify for the President’s Volunteer Service Award, volunteers simply submit a record 
of their service hours to Youth Service America to verify the service and deliver the PVSA.  
Volunteer service hours are not limited to those performed as part of Youth Service America 
programs. In fact, service hours can be accumulated through work on a variety of projects 
throughout the year. The only requirement is that the necessary hours be completed within 
12 months; recipients can qualify for a new PVSA each year. Honorees receive: 

An official President’s Volunteer Service Award lapel pin »
personalized certificate of achievement »
A congratulatory letter from the President of the United States »
A customized press release »
Eligible to be recognized as a YSA Service Star »

Learn more at www.YSA.org/awards/PVSA.

Reminder

As we continue our work in promoting afterschool programs, below are words from a famous 
figure to remind us why we do the work we do. 

“Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow. The important thing is to never stop 
questioning.”

              -  Albert Einstein
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